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(Continued from the April number.) 


[33] 
Addressed: private letter 


to 
The honorable henry 
Laurens Esq 
at 
York town 
Camp Valley forge 26 april 1778 
dear Sir 
I have only the time of writing two lines by ms de 

francy, and I hope I’ll find soon one other occasion of 
troubling you with a letter of mine—this will only speack 
of a monney business I have with you—do you remem- 
ber that you have advanced to me a pretty large sum of 
money at four for one—as ms de francy and myself have 
just now made a convertion upon a large scale, and ms 
moriss has agreed to my returning that part of the 
monney advanced to me whose bills of exchange were 
not sent yet, I thought you would not have any objec- 
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tion were those 6000 dollars returned by him at such 
conditions as will be deemed proper—however if there 
was the least difficulty I schall immediately send you 
bills of exchange upon france—if I make an improper 
proposition I beg you would excuse my entire ignorance 
and stupidity in that kind of business 
I have at least found some receipts of a part of the 
monney advanced by me for public service—be so good 
as to sent it where I am to be pay’d—every thing I have 
given was of an indispensable necessity, and decency as 
well as public honor has obliged me to make sometimes 
the duty of pay-master. 
with the most sincere affection and highest regard I 
have the honor to be 
dear Sir 
Your most obedient servant 
the M* de Lafayette 


Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
26 April 1778 
Ans‘. 83 May- 


[34] 


Valley forge camp the 1* May 1778 

houra, my good friend, now the affair is over, and a 
very good treaty will assure our noble independence— 
very happy I find myself to see things so well brought 
to the common glory and satisfaction—france I am told 
has behaved with frankness and generosity—every cir- 
cumstance affords me the Greatest pleasure—I hope we 
schall receive an authentic intelligence from Congress, 
and every one in the army ardently expects to hear the 
signal from them, that they may abandon themselves to 
the solemn expressions and acclamations of theyr happi- 
ness—I hope a grand, noisy feu de joy will be ordered, it 
will give high spirits to our soldiers, it will run through 
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the whole continent, it schall reach the ears of our good 
friends in philadelphia—I wish’d Ms* Commissioners may 
arrive from england that very same day, where we schall 
let them know that we have discovered theyr jesuistical 
meanings, and the Candor of theyr propositions—I must 
confess, my dear sir, that I have also felt the greatest 
satisfaction in hearing what justice and respect is payd 
in europe to my respectable friend our commander in 
chief. 

I expect with the greatest impatience the arrival of 
Ms Simeon deane at camp—that gentleman I hope will 
bring me a large parcel of european intelligences—tho’ 
I have not yet got the answer to my last letter, I think 
this is for me the occasion of writing to Congress—the 
man who left france when the news of Gnl Washington 
being with sixteen hundred men this side of the dela- 
ware had reached europe, and before this of trenton was 
Arrived, this man, says I, must be in fine spirits to see 
how far things have been from that time for the happi- 
ness of mankind, the prosperity of freedom, and the 
Glory of what they call in france my new country— 
America. 

let me now speack to you of less important matters; 
I have some baggage at york andas lam much averse to 
carrying many in camp, I have entertained the hope that 
Ms Laurens would have no objection that those few 
trunks be carried into his house—when Congress will 
set out for philadelphia I beg you would have them 
brought among your own, and when I’!I set out for france 
I’ll come to take them and very heartily thank you for 
your good Care—do you think, my dear sir, there will 
be no inconvenience in that proposition of mine. 

with a great impatience I also expect a letter concern- 
ing C’’ Armand, and am inclined to believe that Congress 
wo’nt refuse his request—we have a painter in Camp 
who is desirous of drawing General Washington—but 
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his excellency do’nt choose to give much time to it— 
do’nt you think, sir, that Congress schould ask that pic- 
ture from him in order to have it fixed in the house as a 
monument of theyr gratefulness—my idea is a pretty 
interested one as I want to have a copy of that projected 
picture. 
farewell, my dear sir, be so good as to let me know 
which effects such a good news has produced at york, 
and believe me with the greatest affection and highest 
regard 
dear Sir Your most obedient 
humble servant 
the M* deLafayette 
I wish G" Gates would be sent here without loss of time, 
and also the committee—if you see Gnl lee tell him that 
I ardently wish the pleasure of his acquaintance. very 
heartily I desire that M* Capitain be soon given up to me. 


Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
1 May 1778 Rec’: 3*- 


[35] 
Addressed: to the honorable 
the president of the Congress of the United 
States of America 
at 
York town 





Valley forge Camp the 5" May 1778 


dear Sir 

I have the honor to send you the copies of letters Con- 
cerning Ms de la neuville, which I understand did not 
get to Congress in the time they had been delivered by 
his excellency General Washington—Monsieur de la 
Neuville will be looked on by any one who is acquainted 
with him as a very deserving Gentleman on every re- 
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spect, and I hope he will be agreable to Congress—I 
schould be very happy, sir, was he employed according 
to his wishes, and am convinced his services may prouve 
useful as he brings reccommandations, and marks of 
esteem from two men of a distinguished merit and repu- 
tation in france, the baron de Wurmser a German lieu- 
tenant Gnl in our Service and the M* de bouille governor 
of martinico. 

there is one other affair I am obliged to trouble Con- 
gress with—the chevalier de fayolles who came with me 
from france, whose services were not accepted, was pre- 
vented by his health to return home as soon as he had 
wish’d—he writes me to know if he Could be employed 
in the Same rank which he has the commission in france 
L‘ Colonel; if not, as he runs the disagreable risk of being 
taken in his return he schould take as very particular 
favor to obtain some protection for being received in 
the continental frigatte La varrena now in boston. 

As I am going to send an express to L‘. C'" gouvion of 
the engeneers who is among the indians, in case, sir, you 
think it can do some good as coming from a frenchman, 
I beg you would send me many exemplaires of that 
Seretch of our happy treaty I have received, that I may 
forward them to our indian neighbours and by them to 
the nations living in Canada. 

With the highest Regard I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant 
the M* de Lafayette 


Endorsed: Marquis de lafayette 
5 May 1778 
Recd. y’ 9" 
Ans‘, 11°— 
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[36] 
Addressed: private 
to the honorable henry Laurens esq. 
at 
York town 





Valley forge Camp 10" may 1778 
dear Sir 


the bearer of this letter is mons. de Lomagne whom 
Congress has made a captain at my reccommandation 
and who is now with colonel Armand—his colonel sent 
him in a great hurry as he is himself very impatient to 
hear from me about his business—but you know, my 
dear sir, that far from forgetting them I have applied 
warmly to Congress and begg’d several times an answer 
in his favor—I hope it will be brought to me by Ms de 
gimat, or at least by the bearer of the present— Armand 
will have a corps of four hundred good men, french or 
germains, not one english desertor, and it is conspicuous 
that by not taking any american he do’nt hurt the re- 
cruiting or drafting service—he has expended good deal 
from his own pocquet, and Ms de Lomagne will repeat 
yet to you his wishes, which I warmly desire Congress 
may comply to, as they seem very just ones. 

Mons. de Lomagne wants to be a major—that I do’nt 
believe Congress will do but have promised to write you 
on the subject—I never saw him in france, but he seems 
a very well bred man and has a certificate from a gen- 
tleman I am much acquainted with the duke du chatelet. 
I can not refuse those two words of reecommandation to 
you. 

whenever I speack you freely in any reccommandations 
it is between us, unless you may think proper to mention 
in General words my sentiments to Congress—I beg you 
would reccommend to them particularly the affair of C'’ 
Armand and this I am going to speack upon. 
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Gnl gates has lately wrote to Congress for C" failly 
and Ms deLuce, and asked new commissions—I wish 
failly may be promoted, and gnl gates as told me that he 
was sure Congress would grant to that officer the rank 
of Colonel—be so good as to let me know if you think it 
may be done. 

by a french gentleman just from philadelphia I hear 
that the current noise there is that a pacquet boat has 
brought the news of a war declared between france and 
england and hostilities already begun. 

As Gnl washington had expressed when I was at al- 
bany the desire of getting indians, I had try’d every 
exertion to procure them, and I hear fifty will arrive in 
camp to day or to morrow under a french officer I had 
sent to them and for whom I'll trouble Congress after 
the affair of failly will be fixed upon in one way or other 

Very affectionately I have the honor to be 
My dear Sir 
Your most obedient servant 
the M* de Lafayette 


Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
10 May Rec’. 11". 
1778- 


[37] 


Valley forge Camp 14 may 1778 

dear Sir 

I have just now receiv’d your favor by C™ gimat and 
instantly beg you would offer to the Consideration of 
Congress the affair of C'’ Armand—that gentleman has 
incurr’d great expenses from his own for to raise an 
independant Corps—he flatters himself he could bring 
into the field before long 400 good men, was he entitled 
by an order of Congress to enlist hessian desertors or 
prisonners—he has already inlisted a great number of 
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frenchmen and will not take one english desertor—he 
wish’d that his old corps be given back to him, and that 
he may be annexed to some state in order to get the 
bounty by inlisted man—but, sir, I have explained that 
matter very fully in a letter wrote three weeks ago, and 
will only confine myself in telling that ardently I wish 
to send soon good news to that gentleman; as he is ex- 
posed every day to an immense deal of expenses by his 
zeal and impatience of being soon in the field. 

may I beg in this letter the gentlemen of Congress 
who have done with french papers to be so good as to 
deliver some to you for me—it is almost the only way of 
satisfying my curiosity for every thing which has hap- 
pened since some time in my most beloved country. 

I beg you would transmit to me the account of the 
affairs I took the liberty of reecommending to you when 
decided by Congress in behalf of french gentlemen— 
theyr confidence deserved my exertions, and the pleasure 
of being useful to my countrymen is one of the greatest 
I may feel. 

I hope the Gentlemen of Congress have not been dis- 
pleased with the letter of my uncle the M* de noailles to 
his brittanick majesty, and the effects it has produced — 
with the highest regard I have the honor to be 

Sir 
Your most obedient servant 
the M* de Lafayette 


Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
14 May 1778 Rec’. 16"— 
Ans‘, 17"— 


[38] 
Valley forge Camp 25" may 1778 


dear Sir 
I have the honor to send you a pacquet for Congress 
which I beg you would examine and afterwards commu- 
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nicate to them—this scheme calculated upon some ideas 
of mine seem to me of an high moment for the united 
states—if you was affraid that a too great publicity 
could ruin the project you could ask a committee—I ex- 
pect from you a speedy answer—do’nt you think that if 
the king agrees to it, the scheme could be very advan- 
tageous to your country on every respect—I wish I could 
speack with you, but it is impossible-if a committee is 
directed to take farther imformations with me, I beg 
them to consider that honor forbids my leaving Camp by 
this time. 

I make you my warmest thanks to have projenited a 
son like yours whose compagny and friendship is so 
agreable to me in camp, whose activity, zeal, intelligence 
and military knowledge have been so useful to me in the 
field during our detachement, and tho’ you di’nt think 
much of me when you did get him, I however aknowledge 
myself under great obligations to you for that so well 
performed work of yours. 

if it is the same for you, sir, to receive the monney I 
am indebted for at charlestown from M’* Crips who has 
good deal of paper to me, and must have receiv’d from 
france an order for to dispose of it, I schall be obliged 
to you to send me a state of our accounts when you'll 
have time—I beg your pardon to trouble you about my 
private business but to make bills of exchange upon 
france in gold, or upon M’ crips in paper, or to make a 
bill with interest for such a time, I must now my debts 
and your intentions 

with the warmest friendship and highest regard I have 
the honor to be dear sir 

Your most obedient servant 
the M* de Lafayette 


Endorsed: Marquis delafayette 
25 May 1778- 


[To be continued in the next number of this magazine. } 








MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS OF THE GENERAL 
COMMITTEE, SECRET COMMITTEE AND PRO- 
VINCIAL CONGRESS, 1775.’ 


[1] 
[JOHN MILNER TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE. | 


May 3. 1775. Received of the Secret Committee the sum 
of One hundred Pounds Currency in advance for my ser- 
vice in cleaning & repairing Fire arms delivered to me 
by that Committee & for which I promise to account. 
John Milner 
[2] 


[SECRET COMMITTEE TO JAMES LECKIE. | 


Received 4th May 1775 of M’.. James Leckie Twenty 
three kegs of powder 50lb each- 

Edwd Weyman 
23 kegs 50" Each- 
I Acknowledge that three Cask of Powder Containing 
three Hundred Weight was Received by me & Delivered 
to the Artillery Company— 


Will” Gibbes’ 
[3] 
[JAMES LECKIE TO SECRET COMMITTEE. ] 
William Gibbes Esq'- Charles Town 4 May 1775 


Bo'- of James Leckie:— 
1450"-of Gunpowder vz. 
3 b’ls delv’. you Cont*® 300 
19 b’ls—deliv’. W™. Glen Jun’. 950 
4 b’ls-d*. Weyman 200 


1450—al5/. . .£1087-10- 





1From the Laurens Collection. ° 
*Weyman and Gibbes were members of the Secret Committee. 
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rec’d 5 June 1775 from W™ Henry Drayton Esq’. one 
Thousand & Eighty Seven pounds 10; Currency in full 
the within acco’\—James Leckie:— 


[4] 
[ALEXANDER INNES' TO HENRY LAURENS. | 
My Dear Sir- Charles Town 7" May 1775 


Your very kind Advice conveying a pointed, 
tho I am convinced a most friendly Attack, upon my 
discretion, has sunk deep into my mind; but conscious 
to myself of the Rectitude of my Conduct, as well as the 
integrity of my heart, I hope I shall stand acquitted in 
the Eyes of every moderate, honourable, disspassionate 
man, & as to the opinion, of the ignorant petulant, & 
narrow minded, I am totally indifferent. 

A few days ago I came into this Country in a Charac- 
ter that made an Acquaintance with every man of Sense, 
& Consequence in the Province, very desirable. The 
partiality of a friend introduced me in a favourable light 
to Mess™ Brewton, & Smith, & I shall always retain a 
perfect sense of their Civilities. I was fortunate enough 
to be acquainted with You in England, & I am happy to 
acknowledge your friendly attention to me here. From 
the Servants of Government I met with, a reception 
above what I had any right right to expect, & in conse- 
quence I was indiscrimately with the. Officers of the 
Crown, & the warmest friends of the other party. In 
this situation, & publick Affairs in their present state, 
how was I to act? politicks I was careful never to in- 
troduce, but if they were mention’d was I to sit in 
guarded silence hearing the sentiments of all, differing 
from none, & by a kind of tacit assent encouraging peo- 
ple to open their hearts on a very interesting not to say 
dangerous subject; policy might dictate that line of con- 

1Secretary to Lord William Campbell, the Royal governor. 
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duct but Honor & Hospitality forbid it. I always avowed 
my sentiments, but I hope with Moderation, & Good 
Manners, never once conceiving that a manly, open, dis- 
cussion of a particular Affair, where I can appeal to you 
I had truth, & justice on my side, should draw upon me 
so severe a censure from unknown persons, as to procure 
me Your friendly Caution.— 

I will not trouble you with a word more on this sub- 
ject, but to repeat, that I disclosed no ones sentiments 
but my own, & that I shall ever think myself more for- 
tunate in any Appellation, my open temper may draw on 
me, than that of insidious, & designing. — 

Adieu My Dear Coll: & may God send us better times. 
I am with great truth 
Your most Obed' 
& very h’” Sery' 
Alex: Innes 
Endorsed: Capt Innes 
7", May 1775— 
An’. as within 


[5] 
[HENRY LAURENS TO ALEXANDER INNES. | 

Dear Sir— 

In Answer to your Note of yesterday permit me to say 
that no Man can more sincerely wish you to live in this 
Country upon good terms with the people & satisfaction 
to your self than I do—The first I think is practicable 
even in these distracted times & the latter will be con- 
secutive— 

The short acquaintance which I have had with Capt 
Innes has formed in my mind a very favourable opinion 
of him as a Gentleman & a Man of honour—from these 
several considerations as well as from the remembrance 
of a particular conversation in Fludyer Street I was led 
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to communicate the hint which you allude to—the harm- 
lessness of which I considered as its least value—it was 
the main purpose of my visit. I could not do less from 
the confidence you had reposed in me & I flatter my self 
with hopes that the more you reflect upon the subject 
the more you will not only excuse but applaud my free- 
dom—and Although I have at present no prospect of 
assimilating our Ideas upon political points in the sub- 
sisisting unhappy Contest between the Mother Country 
& her Daughters: I can nevertheless entertain the most 
charitable sentiments for every honest antagonist—op- 
pose you when (but only when) necessity may oblige us 
to contend—make reasonable allowances for your Errors 
& remain upon all other occasions 
D*- Sir Y" 


[6] 
[THE GENERAL COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
AT PHILADELPHIA. | 


Charles Town So Carolina 8". May 1775. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Letter of the 10".' April we have re- 
ceived as a mark of your zeal in the American cause & 
we return our acknowledgements for your early com- 
munication of the very important advices contained in 
it.—An early transmission of every intelligence relating 
to American affairs is so essential to the common welfare 
that it is obvious a failure in this particular may be pro- 
ductive of the most ruinous consequences—in this point 
your situation as well respecting your Northern Colonies 
as Great Britain gives you an advantage over us that we 
assure you our inclination to promote the general Inter- 
est is much superior to our local abilities 





1There is also in the Laurens Collection a rough draft of this and 
the paper following (7). 
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The People of this Colony look upon the recent conduct 
of Parliament in the same light that you do & we are 
happy in finding this similarity of sentiment; hence we 
make no doubt but that it prevails throughout every 
part of the American association, in order that you may 
see what our sentiments were upon receipt of the news 
which has so justly alarmed you we inclose a circular 
Letter which under our authority has been transmitted 
to our several district & parochial Committees & we 
assure you that impatiently waiting the determinations 
of the Continental Congress our people will without 
doubt put them into execution with equal unanimity 
diligence & fortitude. 

We rejoice to find that our conduct in the cause of 
liberty & of mankind has met with your approbation. 
Your spirited proceedings reflect honour upon the Peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania. 

By order of the General Committee 
Henry Laurens, 
Chairman 
The General Committee at Philadelphia.— 


Endorsed: Copy 8". May 1775 
To The General Comee at 
Philadelphia 


[7] 
[THE GENERAL COMMITTEE TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA DELE- 
GATES TO CONGRESS. | 


Charles Town So Carolina 8 May 1775. 
Gentlemen. 
We inclose you a Letter addressed to the 
Chairman of the General Committee at Philadelphia. 
we desire you will cause it to be delivered and by your 
reading the contents of it you must readily conceive the 
nature of their Letter to us. 
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We have received accounts of the Battle near Boston & 
have call’d our Congress to meet on the 1". June. 
By order of the General Commee, 
Henry Laurens, 
Chairman. 
The Delegates for So Carolina 
at 

Philadelphia— 

Endorsed: Copy 8". May 1775— 
To The Delegates of S’. 
Carolina 


[8] 
[ALEXANDER FRASER TO SAMUEL GRUBER. ] 


May 9th 1775 

Received from Sam' Gruper one Pacquett for the Comite 

of Charles town to the Care of Clement Lamprere 
Alex’ Fraser for 

Clement Lamprere 


[9] 
[JOHN VIVIAN TO SAMUEL GRUBER. | 


May 10". 1775. Received of Samuel Groover a Packet 
directed to the Com® for the Parish of S‘. David’s di- 
rected to the care of Henry W™ Harrington Esq’. w® I 
promise to deliver. 
John Vivian 
[10] 
[DANIEL HORRY TO SAMUEL GRUBER. | 
I Certify to have received from M*. Sam’. Gruger (Ex- 
press) a Packet from our Committee of Intelligence in 
Ch’. Town bearing date the 8". May 1775. & will agrea- 
ble to their Desire give the Necessary Notification.— 
D: Horry. 
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Hampton 
S‘. James Santee 
10°: May 1775. 


[11] 
[PAUL TRAPIER TO SAMUEL GRUBER. ] 


May. 10". 1775. Received by the hands of Samuel 
Groover a Packet directed to the Com”. of the Parish of 
Prince George Winyaw, & to my care 

Paul Trapier 


[12] 
[JOSEPH ALLSTON TO SAMUEL GRUBER. ] 


Recev,d this 11" May 1775, aboute 7 a Clock in the After- 
noon from M’: Samuel Gruber, a Packit for the use of 
the committee at Littel river, to the care of Josias All- 
ston Esq": which said packits I have at the same time 
Dispach,d a Boy & horse to carry the said packit as Di- 
rected, the distance from my house to littel river aboute 
Fifty Six Miles p": Joseph Allston— 


[13] 
[ADAM M‘DONALD TO SAMUEL GRUBER. | 


I Certify to have Reseevd from M* Samuel Gruber An 
Express & Packet from our Committee of Intelegence 
in Cha‘ Town bearing Date 8" May 1775 & will give the 
Notice Desird in the Packet— 

Prince Fedricks Adam M°Donald 
Parish May 18",, 1775' 





'The packet receipted for in the foregoing receipts contained the 
summonses to the members of the Provincial Congress to meet in 
Charles Town on the Ist of June, as mentioned in the letter to the 
South Carolina delegates to the Continental Congress (7). 
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[14] 
[PETER TIMOTHY TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE. | 


May 18.1775. Received of the Secret Committee the 
sum of two hundred Pounds Currency which I promise 
to repay in three months to W™ H’-Drayton Chairman 
of the said Committee or order. 
Pet’. Timothy. 
[15] 
[EDWARD WEYMAN TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. | 
Sir! 
The 10".. Instant May 1775 Bought of Stott & 
C’.. 400 flints (which is applied to the Arms) at 25, p’ 
Hun': amounting to £5.0.0 which you will please to pay, 
and the sum of Ten pounds which is to pay the men that 
I have Imployed to Carry the Boxes to and from Miller, 
a particular distribution of which I shall give you an 
Acct of when that is Expended— 
I am Sir your humb" Servt 
Edwd Weyman 
To the Honorable 
William Henry Drayton 


24" May 1775 Received the sum of Twenty pound.— 
Edwd Weyman 

£15-0-0 

5-0-0 





20-—— 
[16] 
[EDWARD WEYMAN TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. | 
Sir; 

Two parcels of the Powder under Care of the 
secret Committee are private property, one of 125 lb at 
10, belonging to M" Prince is £62.10 and the other to 
Robert Cochran 150 lb at 10/ is 75—the whole amount- 
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ing to £137-10—which please to pay 
I am Sir Your Most humb" Servt 
Edwd Weyman 
10th May 1775 
To the Honorable-— ] 
William Henry Drayton § 
May 20. 1775 Received the sum of one hundred & 
thirty seven pounds ten shill” being the amount of the 
within order 
Rob‘ Cochran 
[17] 
[SAMUEL GRUBER TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. | 


June the 1.1775 Received of Will. Henry Drayton the 
sum of fifty Pounds for carrying express packets from 
the Committee of Intelligence in Charles Town to the 
Committees of Christ Church S*- James Santee, Prince 
George Winyaw, Little River Prince Frederick & S'- 
David being eight days absent from Charls Town. 
Samuel Gruber 


[18] 
[CHARLES KING CHITTY TO SECRET COMMITTEE. | 
miles 
May 9° to Munkscorner..........00..00: 32 


10" to Con' John Savage from thence to Holmans 59 
11 to Ben": Farenand Howell to Wevers Ferry.... 48 


WS ees a Soo os Se ee eee 45 
IB TeeGey ee MO. os 6s oss Sine el oeekasee 

14 to John Colwell Esqr & to the Ridg........... 50 
15 to Silver Bluff George Golphen Esqr.......... 45 
16 and 17 Excessive Rane... ...... 0.6.8 scesesees 

18 Returned to Miles Reyley..................... 40 
10. Go euitootemer THe. os os ie Se ES 40 
20 to the thirteen mile House.................... 38 
21 to Charles Town....... S49 Soe PO EE ee 23 


Miles 421 
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June 2.1775. Received of Will. H. Drayton the sum of 
eighty Pounds for carrying express from the Committee 
of Intelligence 
C King Chitty 
Endorsed: Rec'— for 
Money Paid by 
Secret Committee 


[19] 
[JOHN MILNER TO SECRET COMMITTEE. ] 


June 3.177 Received of M™- Drayton the sum of fifty 
pounds in advance for cleaning the Public arms for 


which I promise to account 
John Milner 


[20] 
[THE ASSOCIATION. | 


; South-Carolina. 
The actual Commencement of Hostilities against this 
Continent, by the British Troops in a bloody Scene on 
the 19th of April last near Boston—the Increase of 
arbitrary Impositions from a wicked and despotic min- 
istry —and the Dread of instigated Insurrections in the 
Colonies—are Causes sufficient to drive an oppressed 
People to the Use of Arms: We therefore, the Sub- 
scribers, Inhabitants of South Carolina, holding ourselves 
bound, by that most Sacred of all Obligations, the Duty 
of good Citizens towards an injured Country, and thor- 
oughly convinced, that, under our present destressed 
Circumstances, we shall be justified before God and Man, 
in resisting Force by Force; Do UNITE ourselves, under 
every Tie of Religion and of Honour, and associate, as 
a Band in her Defence, against every Foe: Hereby 
solemnly engaging that whenever our Continental or 
Provincial Councils shall decree it necessary, we will go 
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forth, and be ready to sacrifice our Lives and Fortunes 
to secure her Freedom and Safety. This Obligation to 
Continue in full Force until a Reconciliation shall take 
Place between Great Britain and America, upon Consti- 
tutional Principles, an Event which we most ardently 
desire. And we will hold all those Persons inimical to 
the Liberty of the Colonies who shall refuse to subscribe 
this Association. 


ASSOCIATION. 


Unanimously agreed to in the Provincial Congress of 
South-Carolina, on Saturday the 3d of June 1775. 


Endorsed: P. Timothy 
3°. June 1775- 


[21] 
[TRANSACTIONS OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS FOR JUNE 4, 
1775.'] 


Sunday Morning 4". June 1775—K’s Birth Day 
Prayers—by the Reverend M”*. Tourquand—Present up- 
ward of 170 Members 
“Ordered—that the Association be now signed by all the 
Members present in the order of Parishes & districts 
leaving blanks for the Names of such Members as are 
absent—& that the President do sign first.” 

I rose & taking the Paper in my hand, desired to be 
heard, & having obtained full permission delivered my 
sentiments nearly in the following words.— 

Gentlemen, 

After I have explained my self upon 
two parts of this Association I shall obey your Order & 
sign it with alacrity—if I subscribe with mental reser- 
vations I shall be criminal in my own view & subject my 
self to the charge on some future day of hypocrisy & 





1In the handwriting of Henry Laurens, president of the Congress. 
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dissimulation—This Paper Gentlemen, is in its nature & 
may be in its consequences the most important of any to 
which my signature has been annexed, I compare it to 
my last Will & Testament but with these awful distinc- 
tions—the former is signed by my hand & sealed with a 
bit of common black Wax—this is to be signed by my 
hand & may be Sealed with my Blood—by the former I 
transmit my Estate to my Children according to my own 
Will—by signing this I may forfeit my Estate into the 
hands of my Enemies. An engagement of this magni- 
tude, requires some consideration—& although I hold 
my self bound by the Majority of Voices for signing it 
in its present state I cannot agree with some Gentlemen 
who have declared their dissent to the insertion of cer- 
tain words expressive of our “Duty & Loyalty” to the 
King, nor with those who according to the bare Letter 
of this Association would persuade us that we ought 
to hold indiscriminately every Man who shall refuse to 
sign it Inimical to the liberty of the Colonies—I have 
not premeditated a Speech for this occasion, I have 
thought much of the subject—my words will flow from 
the Heart—I am not anxious to influence any Man—I 
have concerted measures with no Man—what I have to 
offer will afford no subject for debate, I therefore hope 
for & humbly claim a patient hearing & a candid inter- 
prretation of my sentiments— 

( The View was general—“ Hear the Chair—go on 
gas~ | 80 on” but Iclearly perceived by the discomposure 


| of a few countenances—displeasure was raised in 
| as many hearts. 


The first part Gentlemen on which I am desirous of ex- 
plaining my own thoughts—is the introduction of our 
selves, as “Subscribers & Inhabitants of this Colony.” 
in preference to a proposed amendment by adding these 
words “His Majesty’s most dutiful & Loyal subjects” 

I attended to your debates, it was my Duty to do so 








144 So. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


without the interposition of my private opinions—I re- 
marked that Gentlemen from all parts of the House 
approved of the Motion for inserting the proposed de- 
claration of Duty & Loyalty to the King—these were at 
one time told that such a declaration in the Body of a 
_ Contract to bear Arms against the King would be“absurd” 
—“contradictory”—at other times they were quieted by 
assurances that “the profession of Loyalty was implied 
& to be understood” that “our Association was only for 
defence.” upon the whole I was convinced that the pro- 
posed declaration was pleasing & acceptable to a great 
number probably to a large Majority of Members, very 
few I believe would have appeared against it upon a 
Question—I was among the former & have reserved my 
self, to make the declaration explicitly, immediately 
before I put my Name to this Paper.—Gentlemen—I 
have taken & repeatedly taken the Oath of Allegiance 
to King George the third—I now profess to be one of 
His Majesty’s most dutiful & Loyal subjects, willing at 
all times to do my utmost in defence of His Person 
Crown & Dignity—I neither wish his Death nor to re- 
move him from the Throne, the Crown from his Head or 
the Sceptre from his hand, I pray for his Life, that he 
may at a long distant Day transmit the Crown & Sceptre 
to the only true & Legal Hereditary Heir in the Line of 
the Royal House of Hanover—by Covenanting in this 
Paper “to go forth, to bear Arms, & to repel force by 
force” I mean to act in terms of my Oath of Alle- 
giance—His Majesty has been misinformed: II] advised 
by some of our fellow subjects, who are His Majesty’s 
Enemies & the Enemies of his faithful Americans, against 
these I am willing & shall be willing to bear Arms & to 
repel force by force in any Command suitable to my 
Rank, whenever such shall appear in hostile Acts against 
my Country—against every invader of our Rights & 
Liberties I shall be ready to make all possible opposition 
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—I shall do so with the greater cheerfulness from a 
strong hope of being Instrumental in restoring to His 
Majesty His undoubted Right of Reigning over a vast 
Empire of Freeman of recovering to him the Possession 
of the Hearts of Millions of his faithful Subjects of 
which he has been robbed by the machinations of a few 
Wicked Men who falsely call themselves his friends.— 
These Gentlemen are the genuine sentiments of my 
Breast, I know the declaration will however, avail me 
nothing, if we fail of success in our attempts to defend 
our Rights—the longest Sword if a Wicked Ministry are 
to be gratified will measure & establish Right. Declara- 
tions by the Conquored will be treated as mere pretences 
of Loyalty & heard with Contempt; nevertheless I feel 
some satisfaction at present & may find Consolation upon 
a future day, if I should be reduced to a necessity of 
making explanations from a higher eminence than the 
Pedestal on which I now stand. 


The second part of this Association on which I desire to 
explain my self before I subscribe, is the late subjoined 
declaration that, “we will hold all those Persons Inimical 
to the Liberty of the Colonies who shali refuse to sub- 
scribe,” this is a Doctrine Gentlemen which was also, as 
I well remember, very much disrelished by many of our 
Members—to me in its fullest extent & according to an 
“opinion just now delivered by a Gentleman behind the 
Chair it is abhorrent & detestable 

I should be a mean wretch if I subscribed to it through 
fear with mental reservations; I should be a dishonest 
Man, a Villain if I did so before I had made this open 
declaration; that I hold it possible—I think it probable 





*My Neighbour D Legare—I hope we shall hold every Man an Enemy 
who will not sign, hold him so forever & have no dealings—some told 
me they would not subscribe to Boston now we will tell them you shall 
subscribe to this—this horrible tyrannical putt met great applause, & 
provoked me to trouble the Congress & you with this hodge podge— 
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—I know it Certain—that there are Men who are not 
Inimical—I wish we had expressed our meaning by an 
English word, I believe this is not to be found in any of 
our vulgar Dictionaries, & some of us in remote parts of 
the Country may not be possessed of a Latin Vocabu- 
lary—I say Gentlemen, there are certain Men who are 
not Enemies to their Country—who are friends to all 
America—who were born among us—some who have 
lived to a longer* a date than that by which the Royal 
Psalmist limits the Life of Man—they are upwards of 
threescore Years & ten—whose whole Lives have been 
spent in Acts of benignity & public service, Acts which 
prove beyond all Controversy their Love for their Coun- 
try—such Men there are who when you present this 
Paper to them will tell you—they are true friends to 
America—they acknowledge that we are greatly ag- 
grieved & oppressed—they wish well to our Cause—are 
willing to give up their fortunes as security for their 
good behaviour & in testimony of their sincerity—but 
that they cannot, they dare not, for many reasons sub- 
scribe to the Association—I do not recollect one tis true 
—but there may be among us some Quakers or Men of 
Quaker principles on the Lawfulness of going to War & 
especially Civil War, Men who confide in the goodness 
of our Cause & the overruling Providence of God—such 
Men may refuse to subscribe this Covenant & yet give 
you the most indubitable proofs of their friendship & 
good will towards the Colonies.— 

Other Men there are, who are not less friendly to America 
than we ourselves—but who think we have precipitated 
a Measure which ought to have been delayed at least 
until we had received some advices from our Continental 
Congress; from our own Delegates; in whom we have 
lodged our whole Power & solemnly engaged to be bound 





*as good old M" Manigault, Elias Ball & many others were in my 
view— 
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by their determinations—of this Class of refusers, there 
may be some who are such staunch such vigorous friends, 
as will without hesitation declare they are willing to 
Bleed & Die in defence of the just Rights of the Colo- 
nies when the proper times arrives, but that we are pre- 
mature—we are too hasty—Can I then Gentlemen 
implicitly sign a Paper—anathematize good Men—& 
declare those to be Enemies whom I believe & know to 
be our friends? I cannot be such a Fool—I dare not be 
such a Villain.—I hate all Dogmatic & arbitrary dictates 
over Mens Consciences—here Gentlemen is a Book— 
from which we have heard Prayers, an Orthodox Book 
in which I find a Doctrine similar to that which I now 
object to in our intend- intended Association— “Which 
Faith except every one do keep whole & undefiled with- 
out doubt he shall perish Everlastingly” Long was this 
Athenasian Test, a stumbling block in the Cause of Re- 
ligion in general, a bar to the honour & prosperity of the 
Church established by Law—upon that foundation Deists 
erected their batteries, Luke warm Christians pleaded 
for their indifferences—how said such Men can a Reli- 
gion which contains such unmerciful Doctrines be true, 
or acceptable to Mankind?—Honest minded Men of 
nervous & fervorous Zeal for the same religion-——aban- 
doned & detested that Church which maintained such 
intolerant damnating tenets, as essential to Salvation. 
When I was a Boy before there were any settled prin- 
ciples of Religion in my mind, I have heard my Father 
& my Mother & many other good old People profess that 
Creed with great warmth of Devotion—I, at the same 
time inwardly exclaiming—this can’t be true—I cannot 
believe it—I would not join the bigots to Mother Church. 
at length the day came when that Church tacitly Repro- 
bated her favorite system which stands in her Common 
Prayer as the stated Test of Orthodox Faith to be made 
on certain solemn Days—of which this happens to be 
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one—it is no more heard—our Churches are silent—and 
—(here I was going on to draw a parallel between the 
Reprobatory Clauses in our Association & the Creed of 
S‘. Athanasius, but M’. Parson Tenant very rudely inter- 
rupted me—“the Chair” said he “is out of order’—“I 
think the Chair is out of order”—I begged his Pardon 
“I had permission to speak & was as I humbly conceived 
in very good order”—he proceeded in attempting to con- 
fuse me—I exclaimed, “I will speak, I will be heard or I 
will be the first Man who will refuse to sign your Paper, 
I speak not merely as Your President, I speak as a Mem- 
ber as a Freeman—if I am not heard as a Man, I will not 
sign as your President—the utmost of your resentment 
will be to take my Life—take it & deprive me of a very 
few Years—I will not hold a Life upon dishonorable 
terms—I will not be forced to sign any Paper contrary 
to the dictates of my Conscience to save my Life—the 
universal Voice was “go on M’. President”, “go on”— 
“Hear the Chair” “Hear the Chair’) 

After a moments Pause I concluded—Gentlemen I meant 
to say in a few words, that I could not, I dared not pro- 
mise to hold any Man an Enemy to the Colonies, if I 
knew him to be a friend—merely because he would not 
at first asking subscribe this Association which I hold in 
my hand—I have proved what we all know that many 
Cases may exist, if refusal to sign this Paper by Men 
who are firm friends to our cause—but perhaps my ab- 
horrence to intolerant doctrines may not be palatable to 
some Gentlemen, nor my reasoning allowed to be appli- 
cable to our present Case because I have referred only 
to my own feelings & to one Instance of arbitrary Rule 
over the Consciences of Men in Tenets of Religion— 
Permit me therefore to produce one Instance of Noble 
toleration in the Political walk—an example which 
greatly influences my mind & which I recommend as 
worthy our imitation—I remember to have read an an- 
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ecdote in Dalrymple’s Memoirs & have been reading it 
this Morning of an Ancestor of the late Lord Lyttelton 
—Sir Charles—who had been an Officer of distinction 
under King James 2'—& had also been active in the 
Revolution & bringing in the Prince of Orange—when 
that Prince was seated on the Throne & declared King 
of England, he offered Sir Charles a Regiment in Flan- 
ders & to make him a Major General—Sir Charles de- 
clined the promotion—The King desired to know why 
he refused ?—He answered, “because I am under great 
obligation to my old Master, I hear he will be there; if 
he should be in the Camp I dare not trust my self—I 
fear I should go over to him’”—The King replied—“You 
are a Man of honour Sir Charles—you act upon princi- 
ple; don’t disturb the Government & we shall be very 
good friends” 

This example of toleration I say is worthy of our imi- 
tation I would not mean to prescribe for other Gentle- 
men, but I declare the Spirit of persecution is hateful to 
me, it is impossible for me to cherish it. Men may agree 
in general & in the grand essential points but no two 
Men believe in all points exactly alike—some Men™ can 
swallow the doctrine of Predestination without a gulp 
who hold that of transubstantiation ab[break] & blas- 
phemous—I have been led Gentlemen into these particu- 
lars by that declaration which I heard from behind the 
Chair—‘“that we should that we ought to, hold every 
Man without exception who should refuse to sign the 





**__M', Tennant I am told holds the most absolute & rigid principles 
of the Doctrine of Predestination—he claims toleration, he is entitled 
to it—but alas! from my short acquaintance with him I have found 
him totally void of Charity for other Men. — 

You will remember that if Dan Legare’s abominable Resolution to 
disgrace & ruin two or three of my friends & friends of America—& 
one in particular to whom he pointed—had not been vomited forth in 
the most uncharitable unChristian terms—I should not have spoken 
twenty words—so many would have been sufficient for my purpose— 
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Association, an Enemy’”—“hold him an Enemy & forbear 
all dealings or intercourse with him for Ever.”’—Gentle- 
men ’tis impossible for me to sign upon such terms, I 
am, as I have repeatedly said, certafp that some'will re- 
fuse to sign who are friends to our Cause; if I knowa 
Man to be our friend how can I be so base as to stigma- 
tize him by the harsh epithet of Enemy—but under- 
stand me right, I mean no unfavorable salvo for par- 
ticular purposes No—I shall in all cases exercise my 
judgement & make an honest determination—I think I 
shall be able to distinguish between mere pretences of 
Men who have never given any proofs of their friendship 
or attachment & those whose Lives have been devoted to 
the service of our Country. I say I shall make the 
proper distinction & determine accordingly—And Now 
under these necessary explanations of my Duty & 
Loyalty to my King & Charity for my Neighbours I 
will cheerfully subscribe this Association with my hand 
& upon proper occasion be ready to seal it with my 
Blood— 
& then without a shaking hand I signed— 
Henry Laurens. 

Endorsed: Transactions 4 June 1775 


[To be continued in the next number of this magazine. ] 

















CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN EDMUND BRAILS- 
FORD AND HIS FATHER. 


[The following letters, written from Charles Town 
during the early years of the eighteenth century, furnish 
some insight into the times and give a little Brailsford 
family history. The abstract of the will of Edmund 
Brailsford, which was published in the fifth volume of 
this magazine, shows that he had, besides the son Edmund 
mentioned frequently in these letters, four sons, John, 
Joseph, Morton and Samuel. The will was made March 
24, 1730, and probated April 21, 1733. These copies have 
been made from some very old copies in the possession 
of Mr. Morton Brailsford Paine, of Charleston, who has 
kindly permitted them to be copied for use here. | 





S°- Carolina [Date erased'] 
Hono Sir 
I have ever had great desires, & have often 
wrot to you what might be called a Letter; but fearful 
of their being tiresome, have thrown them by content- 
ing myself with acquainting you now & then by a [word 
missing] that I was Living.’ This has at Length pro- 
due’d a Line from you, which made heart rejoice when 
I cast my Eye on; but when I had read the contents, I 
could have wish’d I had Look’d on no more than your 
name.’ There are indeed the words Father & son, but 
the affliction is, that you should remember the relation 
I bear to you, & forget the Affection is due to it.) 
I think on my Disobedience in marrying against your 
consent, even while I am writing this: & put as much 





1But evidently about 1710, since his eldest son was about fifteen in 
1727. 
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on that score as you will please to Lay: but as it is now 
so long since, & that you are never likely to see me again; 
I might I should think hope to have it remembred with 
Less Resentment.’ 

I will not offend you so far as to say I do not deserve all 
this; but a tender heart (& such sure a parent’s is to his 
Child) cannot but with uneasiness to itself punish with 
severity.’ It will be always Looking for something to 
Excuse, & even where it cannot find it, melt into Pity, 
& forgive where their Judgment tells them it is a weak- 
ness so todo.) Iam speaking of that which of all things 
is nearest my heart; & you will not I hope be offended 
if with all humility I endeavour, to make my crime as 
Excusable as be./ 

You did not I believe deny your consent to my marriage 
for none other reasons, than that you would not because 
you would not, Something you had been told: what I 
never knew: but that it may not be worse than I sup- 
pose, I will imagine it to be want of Fortune & character 
in the woman.’ The first I acknowledge the Truth of, 
’tho" should I gainsay it, it would be difficult to convict 
me: for I have Liv’d in all Good Credit, & under such 
Losses & Disappointments as you would slowly believe. 
True indeed it is not in such a Country as I have Left, 
nor in the Affluence my Brother & sisters may do, but if 
this be a crime, it may be as chargeable on your par- 
tiality as anything else.’ my wifes ffather its 
True do any thing for his children by way of Fortune, 
but in their Education, & it has so pleas’d God that they 
are in good circumstances without it./ He was twice 
Reduc’d by Fire, & put again in the World by a near 
Relation, who afterwards needing a ffriend himself, his 
Gratitude in doing for him is the reason why he is not 
better able to do for his Children. and ’though poverty 
be a most scandalous Vice, yet there is not surely much 
Guilt in this./ 
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To her character, as I do not know in what particular it 
suffers with you, so it is impossible for me to speak to 
it. This only that she has so well play’d the hypocrite, 
that to me it as well as if she was as good as she seems; 
& she has so put upon this Part of the World, that every 
lady thinks her good enough for me. 


In the Letter was sent to my aunt & which she gave 
to you; it was I remember told to her: That my wifes 
uncle was a sharper of the Town, & that I should be 
ruin’d if I proceeded.’ Without saying whether he was 
so or not so; This uncle of hers is a man who married 
her mothers half sister & what too if he had been as 
Ignorant & malicious, as the person who penn’d that 
doughty Letter: would that effect her. But the occa- 
sion of my mentioning it is that I think such Barefac’d 
malice should have so far made you to scruple the Truth 
of any Evil you had heard of her as to have Enquir’d 
into it which I know you could not have done but would 
have found it to have been false & I make no doubt but 
that she will at the Last day appear to the confusion of 
those who have done me & her this hurt.’ Now S": if 
what I have been Speaking to were your reasons (& none 
Less I think can be reasons for Parents are not cause- 
lesly to Fret their children) The Last as it was grounded 
on a mistake ceases to be any: and for the first however 
it might seem to you heretofore it cannot surely be of 
any great weight with you now. for had I your consent 
in what S": could you have blam’d my marriage Do but 
ask your heart (when it is Least against me) that Ques- 
tion & I dare abide by what it says./ 

The same Fact has not always the same Guilt; different 
circumstances may so alter it that it may be alike in 
nothing but the name. I have been Disobedient which 
nothing can justifie, but should hope it has as few acci- 
dents to aggravate it as a Crime of that nature will 
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admit: none at Lest more than what a ffather’s affection 
might forgive: & was not your heart Estrang’d from me 
I [several words obliterated] would not only Listen to 
what I have said, but think on many things in my favour 
which it becomes not me to mention, for it is a nice 
Thing to speak of onesself as dangerous to Implead a 
Father, & if this brings nothing to your mind I must 
speak more plain.) All I shall say father is, That if you 
had been pleas’d to have forgiven me & I had been to 
you as your other Children I should ever have acknow- 
ledg’d it as of your Indulgence, but as it is I surely have 
some reason to Complain.; I know not that in any thing 
else I ever offended you more than your other Children 
& to throw me away for one Transgression betrays a 
great willingness to part withme It is however my 
duty still to sue to you for forgiveness which I do & with 
my prayers to almighty God for you am &c— 

under Cover of M' Geo Brailsford 

# Cap* Penhallow./ 





S°’- Carolina [Date destroyed] 
Honored Sir, 

[First part torn]n after my arrival promis- 
ing to be more particular in my next, which I am in some 
measure prevented in by having Lately been visited by 
a Fever, which tho I thank God am now perfectly re- 
cover’d from, yet it has so put me by in my Business, 
that cannot well spare any time from that.,; We had for 
the main a comfortable passage hither, but not without 
the Extremest danger of perishing by Tempest & falling 
into the hands of pirates.) No words can discribe the 
rage of the winds & sea.,; The steers man was blown 
from the Helm, tothe farther part of the ship, & the one 
sail we had out, went away as so much muslin.,; Every 
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thing was in that disorder within, & fury without that 
all joyn’d in the Cry, We are Lost.’ The storm began 
about 2 Clock in the morning, & the most dreadful part 
was before day, for the heavens were without the Least 
glimmering of Light, but what it rec’d from frequent 
flashes of Lightning, which serv’d to shew its dismal 
hue; but nothing of Thunder could be heard for the 
greater one of wind & sea.’ We were (as the Psalmist 
describes it) carried up to the heavens & down again to 
the deep, our souls melted away because of the trouble: 
but God heard our cry, he deliver’d us out of our Dis- 
tress, & in his own good time brought us unto thy Haven 
where we would be.’ From this time ’till we were near 
our port, nothing disturb’d us but our fears of the like, 
& pirates, & then overnight we saw a sail, w™. the next 
morning was directly a head of us lying by for us./ This 
alarm’d us again, & every thing was made ready for an 
Enyagement, but to our comfort, we found the poor peo- 
ple instead of taking us, had 3 or 4 days before been 
taken by a pirate, which by their acco’. we saw at that 
time, but it being in the close of the evening, & at a great 
distance, we judg’d he might not see us. What makes 
this the more probable is, that at that time the Corpse 
of a Fresh murder’d pass’d by us.; This vessel was bound 
for Carolina, & came from England in the Month of 
June, as did another who arriv’d but a Week or 10 Days 
before us.; Thus has it pleas’d almighty God, not only 
to preserve us in great danger, but to send us to our 
desired port in three Months less time than others./ God 
grant that this his mercy may for ever be on our hearts. 
Ned was very sea sick for the greatest part of the voy- 
age but Jack & Joe never.’ They have all had good 
health since their arrival, and are amongst those who 
are glad of their Return.’ 


I find my Affairs in as bad a Condition as they can 
well be, & the Trade so over done as that I cannot En- 
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courage any one to send Goods to me; and what in this 
circumstance to do I dont know father.) Ned is at 
present with me helping towards getting in what I can. 
I have asked him why he does not write you & my aunt 
but I do not know Wherefore.’ I employ him to write 
this & he may add to it what he thinks fit.’ Mine & Chil- 
drens duty is to you, & my aunt, with all our thanks for 
our obligations to her.’ I can hardly expect to hear from 
your & her but I shall always desire it.) I am 
Hono™ Sir 
Your ever Affectionate & 
Dutiful Son 
Edm‘ Brailsford 





London Feb”- 7",, 1726.7 
Dear Son 
I dont doubt but your Wife has given you an 
account of the death of your aunt & what she Left your 
son Edward & the Executors doth desire he may be sent 
to England & I do require the same upon my Blessing 
& if he should desire to return to you again I will give 
my consent to it, my Sister has left to your other 4 sons 
£50 each to be paid them after my death but for your 
good thinking it may be an advantage to you I am will- 
ing to let you have the £200 pounds paid you as you shall 
direct me to pay it giving me a discharge for the same 
I desire Ted may see this Letter. / 
Your Affec: Father Ed: Brailsford.' 





Hono" Sir 


The 5" May I reed yours under cover of one 
from M' Rouse to M’* Rhett, acquainting me the decease 
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of my Aunt Brailsford, & the will of my Son’s guardians 
that he should return to England.’ In the first place, I 
do not think that any Bequest can convey a Title to any 
person to Supersede that propriety & Jurisdiction the 
Nature of the relation gives a parent in & over his 
child.’ And I am as far from thinking THE LOSING HIS 
TIME HERE, good reason for the so sending for him; be- 
cause, whether he has Lost his time, or has not, is a 
matter utterly impossible to be known to those persons 
who make it an argument.’ But when S': you know, 
that he did Lose his time in England, & I know that all 
he does know is from me, it turns the argument for his 
continuing here.’ It is not therefore that I think the 
Executors have any right to call him from me, or that I 
do so plainly as they see, that it will be for his Interest 
to returne, that I determine to send him, but (for Less 
reasons) to remove all occassion of thinking Evil, & to 
shew, that I dare have my Behaviour enquir’d into, of 
that very person on whose account it is arraign’d./ Thus 
far S":, to you as in concert with the Executors & I now 
turn to you as my ffather, beseeching you to hear me 
patiently & with an unprejudic’d mind: with supposals 
that I may have been unkindly us’d, & may not have 
merited those doubts & questionings of Comon honesty 
in me.’ And because we do not readily part with an 
opinion once receiv’d, I must prevail with you to lay this 
aside, ’till you can in some measure bring your self so 
to do./ 

I will not enquire S*: for what reasons you should 
think it necessary to say I REQUIRE YOU ON MY BLESSING 
TO SEND HIM HOME, but I may ask wherefore you should 
so suspect my concealing the receipt of that Letter as to 
send it under cover of another’s, for witness: or that I 
should need be order’d, to LET MY SON SEE THAT LET- 
TER./ Before I receiv’d this (for M* Rhett would not 
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send it by the person who brought my other Letters from 
Town) I read to my Son what my Wife wrot in relation 
to my aunts decease &c and told him if I found the Ex- 
ecutors so earnest for his return to England, as she & 
M’: Rhett seem’d to say, he should go.’ so that there did 
not happen to be any occasion either for that great cau- 
tion or severe Injunction.’ and as if all this fore-cast &c 
were not enough M' Rouse (at the desire I suppose of 
M™: Webb) writes M": Rhett, to acquaint my son there- 
with.’ It is hardly justifiable in M™: Webb to think Evil 
of a man she knows not but by name. but to express her 
jealousie in such a way, is striking at my character, & 
in an indirect manner telling the people here, that what- 
ever fair opinion they may have of me, those who know 
me better things. 


It will be needless, S":, to say to you why I expected to 
have been remembered by my aunt in her Will; because 
though you do not know all she has said to me on that 
score, yet you do know that I had all the reason in the 
world: all that the word of a person so devotedly reli- 
gious could give.’ And therefore, when from being not 
only a Legatee but an Executor, my Name is never men- 
tion’d but to distinguish between my children; & when 
father one of them is taken from me to be put into better 
hands, & you Left your Love should prompt to do some- 
thing for me that was not intended are secluded from 
any thing to do therein, I have [about ten words missing] 
at place, & then the argument is mine.) And to make 
this good, I will tell you S": a truth I should not dare, 
but that I expect to have it confirm’d by my son, & it is, 
That he could not when he came to me read a chapter in 
the Bible. I must return to my former proof, Ask him, 
Ss’: Ask him if I have not heard him as a child, & with 
great patience attended to his repeating a word (it may 
be) fifty times together to inure his mouth to the proper 
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pronunciation.’ Now S": you that he has had from his 
Infancy all the ordinary means of Learning, (I have 
heard you say (I think) more than ordinary) & is not 
this having Lost his time? Losing it where he is now sent 
for to? Or is there, who will take more care that he 
does not now, than you have heretofore done? 

It is not my design to say more of, or enquire farther 
into things than may just serve to acquit my self & I 
shall therefore leave this, with this; & speak a word or 
two to an accusation of M™: Webb’s; which because in 
your hearing deserves that notice. Her words (my 
Wife writes me) are Madam I intend to send for your 
son. Ido not approve his spending his time as he used 
to do, in going on his ffathers Errands & waiting on his 
Brothers, that he was made a perfect lackey, & sent from 
one end of the Town to the other, & then to M™: Thorp’s 
todinner, It is Isay S': besides my purpose to give you 
trouble more than what the acquitting my self to you 
makes necessary; & I therefore pass imediately to the 
accusing part.’ I may I think send my son on my Er- 
rands without being said why to by any one. 

But it is false in fact: (in the sence I mean it is spoke of) 
I had no Errands to send him on till the Time of my pre- 
paring to come hither, & that was rather going with, 
than being sent by me. If he came to the house where 
I was so kindly Entertain’d, he was I dare say always 
ask’d to meat, & I shall not forget, as kindly Entreated 
to stay when he made offer of going. Some times we 
parted at a different part of the Town, & if at these 
times he did go home to Eat what he paid for, it might 
have been put up without being made a complaint of 
from my Cousin Thorp, or matter of accusation from 
M™: Webb; For waiting on his Brother, I return to my 
old argument, Ask him.’ And I do not in these matters 
appeal to him, from having tuteur’d him what to say 
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(for I will not have so much as ask’d him the questions) 
but in confidence of the truth, & that he will be so just 
as to say the truth.’ But when such things are thought 
worth the saying, & nothing worse is said it is a negative 
argument that I am no III Father.’ 

One thing more, & I then have answer’d to all that I 
know is said to my prejudice; & that is, my Son not 
writing to his aunt.’ For this again I appeal to him.) But 
as it is matter of self accusation, he may be a Little shy 
in saying all the truth, & therefore I will give you some 
questions to put to him; & what I would are, If I have 
not reason’d, if I have scolded, if I have not as it were 
put the pen in his hand if I did in a Letter to my aunt 
write these words ‘I have ask’d my Son Ned why he 
does not write to you & I set him to transcribe this to 
put an opportunity into his hands, & to shew myself 
blameless on that account; & that he be under no appre- 
hension of my Looking into what he does write, he shall 
have the sealing & delivery of this himself.; More than 
this I cann’t do.’ Ask him 8": if he did not write seal 
& deliver this very Letter.’ And farther if he did not 
transcribe one of my Letters to my Wife some time 
after, in which I gave her the history of my Endeavours 
to prevail on him, I think more need not be said./ 
And now 8S": upon the whole.) Will any one that reads 
this mighty Charge—can you S":, think but that I might 
be trusted with my Son? Or if there be other reason, 
why is it not brought forth? Why must I be suspected 
as a Knave, & it not be said Wherefore? Why must I 
DO NOT APPROVE serve instead of all that satisfaction 
ought to be given a parent in this case: & your authority 
made use of to supply what is wanting? I should be a 
worse ffather than I care to own, if I am not as good a 
ffriend as any my Son has./ I will not suppose better 
(tho that it were as Easy for me to do as another) be- 
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cause this will be sufficient for my present purpose; 
which is to give some reasons why he should not go for 
England, & consequently why he should remain here./ 
The first is that he is past age to Improve his ffortune 
in the world.’ The second, that he is of an age that calls 
for the greatest watchfulness overll prying into all his 
ways.’ I chuse & shall confine myself to these two as 
they affect his temporal & eternal Interest; & which if 
I can prove are provided for here, he is taken from me 
not only without reason but against all good reason.’ And 
because I will not crave any suppositions in my favour, 
I shall attempt to prove in this wise.’ My son went to 
M’ Snell’s School, till he would take no more for his 
schooling.’ He there went through all the Rules in 
course to decimal, & in that (I see) the several branches 
of mensuration; but in all this he mov’d as a machine 
without knowing the Laws of its own motion.’ But be- 
cause generals are not so demonstrative, I will Instance 
in this particular.’ I gave him a Bond with 3 or 4 pay- 
ments made on it, & requier’d to know what remain’d 
due.’ he employ’d himself a day & a half & then with 
great diffidence brought it & told me, he had never done 
such a thing.’ Now as he who teaches his scholar why 
2 & 2 makes 4 does more towards making him a practi- 
cal Arithmetician, than by Carrying him through all the 
Rules in Algebra without it; & where-as my Son is igno- 
rant of the rudiments & first principles of things (as if 
in [word gone], it may be granted) I may without as- 
suming to myself say, I am a good as well as only master 
for him. So far forth (I mean) as I conceive his Cir- 
cumstances in the world make necessary. For the re- 
maining part Viz his being taught to improve his ffor- 
tune in the world he is I say past age to Learn of any 
but my self, & it will not I think be said but I can teach 
him.) I could, & in such a manner as he might know 
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how to improve his ffortune by seeing how it was im- 
prov’d./ Add to this that it does not require so much 
skill to Trade here & the advantage is greater & Less 
precarious.’ As an argument of the Latter, I need only 
tell you that the Statute Interest is 10 ? Ct: ® annum./ 
I have my Eye on what may be objected to this, but it is 
Endless to answer people’s may be’s 

For the second reason, I shall only say the Snares & 
Temptations are not so many or great here, & a mans 
ways cannot be hid. A parent can correct as well as 
advise; can interpose with his authority when need is, 
which it is odds but at one or other there will be occa- 
sion for whither my son is going. 

This Little shall suffice for this particular, because any 
ones thoughts will suggest much more.’ I am not so 
fond of any of my children but I could part with them, 
& for ever, for their good but if I could give what my 
son ned has given him, I would not part with them for 
all the promises of riches & honour: not only as I should 
fear from having their Innocence exposed, as that I 
make a huge difference between hearing they do well, 
& seeing it. And now S': if Evil should come of this./ 
If the removing my son out of harm’s way should chance 
to be putting him into it; will the Innocency of M”: 
Webb’s intentions satisfie me any thing for the Loss of 
my child? I may then take him./ Must take him./ And 
for this reason if none other, I should have been con- 
sulted. 


I DO NOT APPROVE, does not at all convince my reason 
& I should (I think) have kept my son ’till she had ap- 
prov’d his Being here, if you had not come into her 
assistance.’ I once gave him up to your Tears & I now 
send him in obedience to your command.’ This I hope 
you will remember 
As I do not know how far my aunt was Left to her own 
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sentiments in cancelling that will she occasionally us’d 
to bid me hope from, I will not adventure to speak more 
particularly than I have done.) Only I have that rever- 
ence for her memory that I could think any thing rather 
than she meant to deceive, or that she did not account a 
promise of this sort an indispensible obligation upon 
her. I think I saw her once in this circumstance when 
you ask’d why she would Leave such a one as she said., 
Nothing happens of chance & with that I shall close all 
I have said.) My wife S’: tells me that in a conference 
between you (at which M™: Webb assisted) you was so 
good to promise her £200. And you write me that you 
will pay my children’s Legacy; for which I thank you on 
my Knees.; The conditions I understand are, that you 
be no more sollicited, & that my wife goes for Carolina./ 
I have given directions for the Latter & as an Earnest 
that I mean to perform the former I will not so much as 
say how much I need it.) I have given my wife power 
to receive it; & such (I think) as is to all intents need- 
ful.) If it should want of form my hand to this shall be 
as to an obligation of any kind.’ My children’s Legacy 
cannot be ask’d of you, & if you please to pay what you 
are not oblig’d, what more hurt can there be than your 
Losing the Interest money.’ I wish this Letter was not 
so Long: but what I have been speaking to is of great 
concernment to me, & I have in some things denied my 
self./ I pray god bless you./ My children join in pre- 
senting our duty & craving your blessing.’ Iam 
Pater June 1727 

# my Son Ned.; 








ABSTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE COURT 
OF ORDINARY OF THE PROVINCE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA, 1692-1700. 


By A. 8. SALLEY, Jr. 


[Most of the records of the Court of Ordinary of the 
Province of South Carolina (1670-1776) are now kept in 
the office of the Judge of Probate of Charleston County. 
Many of the original wills and administration papers 
were formerly filed there also, but most of these were 
lost during the State’s Rights War and the Reconstruc- 
tion nightmare. Many records were scattered and some 
irretrievably lost, but the bulk of them are extant and 
in that office. During the provincial period the Gover- 
nor of the Province was Ordinary also, his full title 
being: “Captain-General, Governor and Commandevr-in- 
Chief in and over the Province of South Carolina and 
Ordinary for the same.” 


The earliest records of the Court of Ordinary were 
kept in books containing miscellaneous records, but in 
1692 a separate volume was given to the records of the 
Court of Ordinary. This book became mutilated and 
was rebound many years ago, and the pages were mixed 
up, and some loose pages of some other volumes were 
carelessly bound into it and the pagination of the whole 
volume changed to suit the order, or rather lack of it, 
produced by the injected pages. The numbers in paren- 
theses after each abstract refer to the renumbered pages 
of the volume which originally contained only the records 
of the Court of Ordinary from 1692 to 1700.] 


July 20, 1692, Abraham Waight, of the province of Car- 
olina deeded to his son, Abraham Waight, a negro woman 
named Moll in place of a woman named Rose which had 
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been bequeathed to him by his aunt, Sarah Waight, late 
of Carolina, deceased: Witnesses: Richard Baker and 
John Ladson. (Page 1.) 

January 138, 1692-93, Nicholas Townsend and Stephen 
Williamson, guardians of Shenasan Hill, orphan of 
Thomas Hill, deceased, entered caveat in behalf of the 
said orphan to all of the estate of Thomas Hill, late of 
Carolina, deceased, and asked for letters of administra- 
tion as next of kin. (Page 2.) 


January 15, 1692-98, Mrs. Rachel Sullivan, widow, en- 
tered caveat to the personal estate of John Sullivan, 
deceased, and asked for letters of administration. (Ibid.) 
January 25, 1692-93, Mrs. Anne Cartrite, widow, entered 
caveat to the personal estate of Hugh Cartrite, deceased, 
and asked for letters of administration. (Ibid.) 

March 8, 1692-98, Nicholas Townsend and Stephen Wil- 
liamson renounced, as guardians of Shenasan Hill, ad- 
ministratorship of the estate of Thomas Hill, deceased, 
in discharge of the caveat previously entered for that 
purpose. (Ibid.) 

June 6, 1693, Philip Mullins, gentleman, entered caveat 
to the estate of John Powys, gentleman, deceased, and 
prayed for letters of administration as principal creditor 
to the amount of £165. (Ibid.) 

June 28, 1693, Ralph Williamson entered his caveat to 
the estate of John Powys, gentleman, deceased, and 
prayed for letters of administration for £80. (Ibid.) 
June 28, 1693, Christopher Linkley entered caveat to the 
estate of John Powys, gentleman, deceased, and prayed 
for letters of administration for £30. (Ibid.) 

The same day James Moore, Esq., entered his caveat 
on the same estate and asked for letters of administra- 
tion for £75. (Ibid.) 

July 30, 1694, Francis Fidling entered his caveat to the 
estate of Richard Phillips, deceased, and prayed for let- 
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ters of administration for £40. due on abond. (Page 2.) 
October 6, 1694, John Boyd, Esq., entered his caveat to 
the estate of Daniel Albert, deceased, and prayed for 
letters of administration for £60. due for funeral 
charges. (Page 2.) 

March 10, 1694-95, Mrs. Mary Capers, widow, relict of 
Richard Capers, late of the Province, deceased, entered 
caveat to the estate of her said deceased husband and 
prayed for letters of administration thereon. (Page 2.) 
April 17, 1695, Christopher Linkley, of Charles Town, 
entered caveat to the estate of John Meeke, carpenter, 
deceased, and prayed for letters of administration 
thereon. (Page 2.) 

May 27, 1695, Mrs. Elizabeth Schenckingh, widow, en- 
tered caveat to the estate of her son, Bernard Schenck- 
ingh, son of her deceased husband, Bernard Schenck- 
ingh, Esq., and prayed for letters of administration 
thereon. (Page 3.) 

May 31, 1695, William Smith, Esq., entered caveat to the 
estate of Bernard Schenckingh, deceased, son of Bernard 
Schenckingh, Esq., late of the Province, deceased, and 
prayed for letters of administration in right of his wife, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, eldest daughter of said Bernard 
Schenckingh, Esq. (Page 3.) 

September 9, 1695, William Williams entered caveat to 
the estate of Richard —-————,, deceased, and prayed 
for letters of administration thereon. (Page 3.) 
September 16, 1695, notice was given to persons desiring 
to take out warrants for lands at Sewee that they must 
notify Sir Nathaniel Johnson. (Page 3.) 

March 30, 1696, Mr. Seabrook entered a caveat to the 
estate of Martin Cobb, late of Colleton County, and 
asked for letters of administration. (Page 3.) 
November 12, 1696, Mrs. Eleanor Barliroun entered a 
caveat to the estate of Mr. Barliroun, deceased, late of 
Berkeley County. (Page 3.) 
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May 10, 1697, Mrs. Margaret Leveinole entered a caveat 
to the estate of her husband Robert Leverence, deceased. 
(Page 3.) 
June 4, 1697, Walter Snookley entered a caveat to the 
estate of Robert Leveinole. (Page 3.) 
October 28, 1697, Jane Willson, wife of Rafe Willson, 
entered a caveat to the estate of Philip Mulling, deceased, 
and prayed for letters of administration for £150. 
January 25, 1697 (1698, new style), Joanna Cole, wife of 
Robert Cole, deceased, entered a caveat to the estate of 
said Robert and prayed for letters of administration 
thereon. (Page 3.) 
March 22, 1697-98, John Williamson entered caveat to 
the estate of Isaac Morris and Margaret Morris, alias 
Copias, and prayed for letters of administration. (Page 4.) 
June 25, 1695, Mrs. Barker, in behalf of her husband, 
Thomas Barker, entered a caveat to the estate of Jane 
Fuithy and prayed for letters of administration. 
(Page 4.) 
March 6, 1698-99, Capt. Thomas Mann in behalf of him- 
self and brother entered caveat to the estate of Joseph 
Ride, deceased, and prayed for letters of administration. 
(Page 5.) 
March, 6, 1698-99, Landgrave Joseph Morton, as admin- 
istrator of the estate of John Morton, Esq., entered 
caveat to the estate of Joseph Ride, deceased, and prayed 
for letters of administration. (Page 5.) 
March 9, 1698-99, James Stanyarne entered caveat to 
the same estate and asked for letters of administration. 
(Page 5.) 
September 8, 1699, Capt. Thomas Foster entered caveat 
to the estate of Young and asked for letters of 
administration. (Page 5.) 

October 21, 1699, Henry Wigington entered a caveat 
to the estate of Harwood, deceased, and asked 
for letters of administration. (Page 5.) 
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October 24, 1699, Alice Burgo, executrix, Dove William- 
son and Abram Eve entered caveat to the same estate 
and asked for letters of administration. (Page 5.) 
The same day Capt. Thomas Foster entered caveat to the 
same estate and asked for letters of administration. 
(Page 5.) 
December 7, 1699, Madam Sarah Rhett entered caveat 
for the guardianship of Mr. Thomas Armory against all 
persons. (Page 5.) 
March 22, 1699-1700, Dr. Henry Bolt entered caveat to 
the estate of Richard Frampton, deceased, and prayed 
for letters of administration. The same day he entered 
a caveat for guardianship of Richard and Mary Framp- 
ton, children and orphans of said Richard. (Page 5.) 
June 20, 1700, Benjamin Lamboll, one of the executors 
of Greatbeach, for himself and the other execu- 
tors, entered a caveat to the estate of Robert Cole, de- 
ceased, for £10. and asked for letters of administration. 
(Page 5.) 
October 18, 1692, Governor Ludwell appointed Peter Le 
Salle, Isaac Callibeauff, Jeremy Cataneau, Jonas Bonnott 
and Noah Royer, appraisers of the estate of Pierre Ber- 
teran, with instructions to make an inventory thereof. 
(Page 10'.) 
October 26, 1692, Mrs. Honoria Lawson, widow, relict 
and administratrix of Anthony Lawson, deceased, Jona- 
than Amory and Richard Capers, gentleman, executed a 
bond to Governor Ludwell in the sum of £2000. condi- 
tioned for the faithful and proper administration of the 
said estate by the said Honoria. Witness: J. Hobson. 
(Page 11.) 
The same day Governor Ludwell granted letters of 
administration on the said estate of Anthony Lawson to 








1Pages 6, 7and 8 blank. Will of Pierre Bertrand, recorded on pp. 
9-10, is printed in full in Transactions of the Huguenot Society of 
South Carolina, No. 10, pp. 34-37. 
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Mrs. Honoria Lawson. (Page 13°.) 

The same day Governor Ludwell directed Richard Ca- 
pers, Anthony Shory, Charles Basden, John Lovell and 
William Smith to make an inventory and appraisement 
of the sald estate. (Page 13.) 

January 20, 1689-90, John Mortimor, of Antigua, mer- 
chant, acknowledged the receipt of certain goods pur- 
chased from Josias DuPre and mentioned on an invoice 
then submitted by said DuPre. Witnesses: John 
Meader, John Lovell and Jacques DuPre, who made an 
affidavit to that effect before Governor Ludwell. Re- 
corded by J. Hobson, December 3, 1692. (Pages 14-15.) 
October 14. 1692, Anne Bertrand, of Berkeley County, 
widow, and executrix of Peter Bertrand, deceased, ex- 
ecuted a power of attorney to her “Brother Gabriell 
Riboleau of Berkley County Cooper.” Witnesses: Jonas 
Bonhoste, Noa Roye and Le Large. Proved before Wm. 
Smith by oath of Jonas Bonhoste and Noah Roger, Feb- 
ruary 28, 1693-94. Recorded the same day by John 


‘Hamilton, Deputy Secretary. (Page 16 ) 


Will of “Holland Axtell of Carolina Landgrave”, made 
December 17, 1691, and proved before Governor Lud- 
well, May 4, 1692, gave mother, Rebecca Axtell, a negro 
man, named Guy, an Indian boy, named Nero, and all 
his cattle, horses and ready money not otherwise be- 
queathed; brother-in-law, John Alexander, a diamond 
ring; brother-in-law, Francis Turgis, two cows, and two 
calves, his white mare, called Jenny, and her colt, and a 
silver medal of Olivers Putnor; sister, Ann Alexander, 
four silver salt cellers; sister, Mary Cuthbert, £5 to buy 
a ring; Thomas Graves, a cow and calf and a pocket 
pistol and a hone. Witnesses: B. Waring, Elizabeth 
Waring and John Stevens. (Page 17.) 





*Page 12 blank. 
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The will of Pierre Perdriau, written in French. (Page 
18.*.) 

January 10, 1692 (1698, new style), Sarah Hill, widow 
and administratrix of Thomas Hill, deceased,and Francis 
Fidling, victualler, and Findla Martin, victualler, gave 
bond to Governor Ludwell in the sum of £2000. for the 
faithful execution of the trust of administratrix on the 
estate of said Thomas Hill. (Page 19.) 

November 9, 1692, John Burden, and Edward Broughton, 
Secretary of the Council of Jamaica, certified that Wil- 
liam Prince, master of the sloop Diamond, belonged to 
subjects of England and requested that he be treated 
courteously wherever he should go and that he be ad- 
mitted to any port upon the payment of the customs 
dues. (Page 20.) 

April 27, 1683, Henry Sweeting acknowledged receipt of 
sundry goods and commodities to the value of £150. 6s. 
8d., sterling, first cost as they came out of England, from 
Gyles Russell, which he agreed to sell in New England. 
Witnesses: Samuel Atkins and Edward Mayo. Proved 
by affidavit of Samuel Atkins, before William Dunlop, 
May 238, 1688. (Page 21.) 

February 24, 1692 (1693, N. S.), Governor Ludwell 
granted letters of administration to Rachel Sullivan, 
widow of John Sullivan, deceased, on the estate of said 
John Sullivan. At the same time he directed Thomas 
Gudgerfield, James Hulbert, John Mell, Thomas Dalton 
and Burnaby Bull to make an inventory and appraise- 
ment of the said estate. (Page 22.) 

On the same day Mrs. Rachel Sullivan, James Hulbert 
and Thomas Rose executed their bond to Governor Lud- 
well in the sum of £2000. for Mrs. Sullivan’s faithful 
performance of the trust of executrix. 





3As this will has been published in full, with a translation thereof, 
in Transactions of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina, No. 10 
(1903), pp. 41-45, no abstract is given here. 
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February 10, 1692 (1693), John Clapp, of the city of New 
York, gentleman, appointed his friend, Jonathan Amory 
“of Ashley River In the Province of South Carolina 
Gentleman”, his attorney to sue and recover for him 
the debts due him in South Carolina and to give posses- 
sion to Mrs. Jane Cliff of the plantation which he had 
sold her. Witnesses: William Day and Richard Phillip. 
Proved by William Day, before Governor Smith, May 4, 
1692. Recorded by Paul Grimball, Secretary, April 12, 
1694. 

In obedience to a warrant of appraisement from the 
governor bearing date January 3, 1692-93, Jacques Le 
Serurier, Henry Le Noble and P. la Salle submitted an 
inventory of the estate of Peter Perdriau, January 30, 
1692-93. (Pages 24-25.) 

John Pole, in a letter to John Ireland, dated “Bosten: 16 
aug’. 1692”, tells him that being master of the “Ketch 
Mary” he hopes he will endeavor to make the best im- 
provements he can for the advantage of all concerned; 
that when he arrives at Providence to be sure to settle 
at the best rate he can command and hasten for Carolina 
and from thence to Providence again or elsewhere with 
pork and beef and mind that he purchafe three or four 
good negroes; that if money is convenient to remit 
some; that if he meets with an opportunity to sell the 
ketch to do so, &c. &c.—a power of attorney. (Page 26.) 
March 10, 1692-98, Mrs. Sarah Hill, administratrix of 
the estate of Thomas Hill, deceased, Daniel Bullman 
and John Young, executed their bond to Governor Lud- 
well in the sum of £2000. for Mrs. Hill’s faithful execu- 
tion of the trust of administratrix. Witnesses: Nicholas 
Townsend and Stephen Williamson. (Page 27.) 

March 9, 1692-93, Governor Ludwell granted Mrs. Sarah 
Hill letters of administration on the estate of Thomas 
Hill, her deceased husband. 
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At the same time he appointed William White, John 
Miles, Richard Butler, Leonard Hiskman and George 
Bentlett appraisers thereof, directing them to make an 
inventory of the same. (Page 28.) 

March 31, 1693, Thomas Elmes, administrator with the 
will annexed of Job Bishop, planter, deceased, Thomas 
Rose and Nicholas Marden, victualler, executed a bond 
to Governor Ludwell in the sum of £2000. for the faith- 
ful execution by Elmes of the trust of administrator of 
said estate. (Page 29.) 


(To be continued in the next number of this magazine.) 

















HISTORICAL NOTES. 


BETTS.— On the golf links at the Charleston Country 
Club (formerly Belvidere, the plantation of one of the 
branches of the Shubrick family) there is a solitary 
tombstone bearing the following inscription: 


In / Memory of / David B. Betts, / at native of New York who / was 
shot at Charlestown by / Accident Dec’. 26 1796 aged / 18 Years 7 
months & 2 Days.—/ [Quotation. ] 


Dr. HENRY WOODWARD.— The following warrant, which 
is recorded in the warrant book for 1672-1692 (in the 
custody of the Historical Commission of South Caro- 
lina), furnishes evidence of the fact that Dr. Henry 
Woodward, of whom an account was published in the 
January issue of this magazine, had had a wife previ- 
ously to his marriage with Mrs. Mary (Godfrey) Browne: 


you are to admeasure and Lay out for Henry woodward gen*. in y° 
Right of him Selfe and of Margaret his wife two hundred and fiftye 
acres af Land in Some place not yet Laid out or marked to be Laid 
out for any other person or use and if y* same happen upon any Navy- 
igable River or Rivers Capable to be maid Navigable you are to allow 
only y° fifth part of the Debt thereof by the water side and a Certifi- 
cate fully specifiing the bounds and sittuation thereof you are to returne 
to us with all Convenient speed dated 


y° 34 Jan’ 1677 Joseph West 
To Capt: Maurie Mathews ) Richard Conant John Godfrey 
Surveyr generall Steven Bull 


RICHARDSON.— A great deal of erroneous matter has 
been put into print about Gen. Richard Richardson and 
his decendants. The following legal opinion, which is 
now in the hands of Probate Judge Thomas E. Richard- 
son, of Sumter, gives a few facts about the general and 


his children: 
Case 


Richard Richardson died leaving six sons and 3 Daughters, and by his 
last Will bearing date September 2°. 1780 he gives to each of his Chil- 
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dren Ten Negroes, and orders the surplus Negroes to be equally divi- 
ded among all his Children- By a Clause of his Will he gives to his 
sons John Peter Charles and Thomas all the rest and residue of his 
Lands, and in Case of the Death of either of the three last mentioned 
sons then his part shall descend to the surviving ones- Thomas the 
youngest son & child died under age- 

(Qure) Should his Propotion of the Personal Property descend to 
John Peter and Charles, or to all his Brothers and sisters equally- 
(Answer) I have carefully and seriously considered this Qure and am 
of oppinion that Toms Propotion ought to be divided among all his 
surviving Brothers and sisters agreeable to his Testators Will, and by 
the Statute of distributions M". Mathew Moore is entitled to an equal 
part of the property he having married the Issue of one of the 
Sisters- 


Charleston Jan’.. 26. 1793— 


Isaac Motte Dart 


HorRSE RACING DURING THE REVOLUTION.— The follow- 
ing letter, somewhat mutilated, was found among the 
Harleston papers presented to the Society a few years 
ago by Mr. John Harleston: 


Addressed: Isaac Harleston Esq’ 
Major 6" Reg'— 





Dear Sir: 

I have seen Fenwicke and am sorry to inform you 
that I dont believe he will run the Match at any rate, he ses he is very 
sure it cant possibly be done with secrecy & is loth to incur the [unde- 
cipherable word] of the publick and would be glad we would draw the 
race, he ses many of friends have advised him not to Run [undeci- 
pherable word] the trouble you have had & he at last One if we in- 
sisted on it he would run the Saturday after the time appointed, if its 
agreable to you I will draw the RaceI am persuaded we shal be blam’d 
if its out) I have not a copy of H & G about me will send it you # 
first opportunity— 

I am Sir w* reg* your H!' Sv 
[Roger Parker or Peter—badly mutilated] Saunders 


TAYLOoR.— The following additions and corrections are 
offered to the Taylor genealogy published in the last 
issue of this magazine: 

William Jesse Taylor (87) was born April 20, 1806; 
married, first, May 29, 1833, Alexina Jessie Muir and, 
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second, April 4, 1861, Mrs. Agnes Wallace Barton. His 
eldest children, not given in the genealogy, were John, 
born March 20, 1884; died April 7, 1835, and William J. 
Muir, born August 29, 1835, and died September 11, 
1836. 

Henry Pendleton Taylor (13) was a colonel not a major 
(See page 101). 

Elizabeth Willoughby Taylor (61) was born June 1, 
1819; married, April 14, 1836, Dr. Alexander Leroy 
Moore; died September 29, 1878. 

Mary Norwood Taylor (64) was born October 19, 1827, 
and died October 14, 1902. 

Edward Fisher Taylor (59) died in 1862, not in 1855. 
He was a Confederate soldier at the time of his death. 

Benjamin Franklin Taylor (16) and Sally Webb Coles 
were married at Woodville, not Enniscorthy. 

Virginia Taylor (71) was born August 17, 1824, not 
1823. 

Thomas Taylor (72) was born February 11, 1826, not 
1824. 

Sally Coles Taylor (73) was born March 15, 1827, not 
1825. 

Anne Wyche Taylor (74) was born July 20, 1828, not 
1827. 

Rebecca Taylor (76) was born April 15, 1831; died 
September 7, 1850. 

Witten Taylor (103) was born in 1821; married, first, 
— Holt, and, second, Mrs. Sarah Talliaferro Bates, 
and James Hunt Taylor (29) had no daughter named 
Sarah Talliaferro (See 104, page 106). His issue should 
have been given in the following order: I. Witten, II. 
James H., III. Eleanor, IV. Columbia, V. Susan, VI. 
John, VII. Chesnut, VIII. Benjamin Franklin, IX. 
Elizabeth, X. William Alexander. 

George Taylor (115) was born July 24, 1838, and died 
May 20, 1878. 
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Helen Muir Taylor (116) was born March 23, 18387, 
and married January 26, 1858. 

William Jesse Taylor (117) was born July 24, 1840, 
married January 18, 1869, and died February 15, 1880. 

Alexina Jessie Taylor (118) was born May 10, 1842, 
and married June 16, 1868. 

James Taylor (119) was born September 10, 1845, and 
was killed at Gaines’s Mill June 27, 1862. 

Flora Taylor (120) was born April 10, 1844, and died 
December 12, 1879. 


The issue of William Henry Taylor (49) should have 
been given in the following order: 


I. William Henry Taylor (181) married Elizabeth 
Powell; died 1878. 
II], Mary Jane Taylor (129) married Albert S. Elmore. 
III. Sally Maria Taylor (130). 
IV. Thomas Taylor (182). 
V. Hails Taylor (135) married, in 1864, Julia Good- 
wyn. 
VI. George Washington Taylor (138). 
VII. Albert James Taylor (134) born in 1846, married, 
in 1873, Kate Tilghman. 
VIII. Elmore Taylor (136), born in 1849; married Mrs. 
Kate Redmond; died in 1894. 


Thomas Taylor (137) died unmarried in Texas in 1897. 

Edward Fisher Taylor (142) was born June 16, 1845, 
not May 25, 1847. 

Heyward Trezevant Taylor (148) was born May 16, 
1847, not May 25, 1847. He married Cora A. Spinks. 

Thomas Taylor (72) was born February 11, 1826, not 
1824. 

Grace Elmore Taylor (150) was born June 30, 1864, 
and died in 1866. 

Thomas Taylor (151) was born October 2, 1866. 
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George Taylor (115) married, at Mobile, Ala., April 10, 
1860, Rebecca G. Wycoff. 

Alexina Jessie (not Jesse) Taylor (185) married —— 
Waldron. 

Mary Gardner Taylor (186) married, first, —— Frank- 
lin, of Columbus, Miss., who died and she married, sec- 
ond, in 1906, Hugh S. Hairston. 

No. 209 should be George Margaretta (not Metcalf) 
Taylor. 

Julius Heyward Taylor (155) was born August 8, 1877. 
The correct date is given on page 112 but a wrong date 
is given on page 118. 





NECROLOGY. 
EE 


REV. JOHN JOHNSON, D. D., LL. D., a member and a 
curator of the South Carolina Historical Society, died 
at his residence 21 New Street, Charleston, shortly after 
11 o’clock Sunday night, April 7, 1907, in the 78th year 
of his age. 

Dr. Johnson had been very ill for some time prior 
to his death, his health having been broken more than a 
year ago. For a week or more he had been at the 
point of death, and, while he had rallied several times, 
little hope of his ultimate recovery from his sickness was 
entertained, and in the afternoon before his death, when 
the congregation had assembled at St. Philip’s Church 
for the afternoon service, the rector, the Rev. 8. Cary 
Beckwith, notified the congregation by telephone that 
there would be no service, as he was at the bedside of 
Dr. Johnson, who was dying. 

For thirty-four years Dr. Johnson was rector of St. 
Philip’s Church, where he had been baptized, confirmed 
and ordained. About a year before his death, on ac- 
count of his failing health, it became impossible for him 
to discharge the arduous duties devolving upon him and 
he was made rector emeritus, the Rev. S. Cary Beck- 
with being made rector. Dr. Johnson did not cease to 
take an interest in the affairs of the congregation when 
he became rector emeritus, but did all inhis power to assist 
in ministering to the parishioners. For many years he 
had been president of the standing committee of the di- 
ocese, and had attended a meeting of this committee, 
over which he presided, in Columbia, S. C., on March 
15, 1907. 
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Dr. Johnson’s father was Joseph Johnson, M. D., the 
author of Traditions and Reminicences of the Revolution 
(Charleston 1851); his grandfather was Willian Johnson, 
one of the Revolutionary patriots of “Liberty Tree” fame 
and an exile to St. Augustine, and Justice William John- 
son, of the United States Supreme Court and author of 
a biography of Gen. Nathanael Greene, was his uncle. 
Dr. Johnson was also a cousin of the late Gen. Edward 
McCrady, the distinguished historian, who was a great- 
grandson of William Johnson, the Revolutionary pa- 
triot. 

Dr. Johnson was the youngest of his father’s sons 
and was born in Charleston, December 25, 1829. He re- 
ceived an academic education at the school of Mr. 
Christopher Coats, and then engaged in professional 
and active life as a civil engineer. During ten years of 
such occupation he was employed in the surveys and 
construction of railroads, water-works, etc., preparing 
and publishing under the patronage of the State a large 
map of South Carolina, considered to be the best of the 
time (1853) and for many years thereafter. A fond- 
ness for letters and study determined him to spend the 
sessions of 1858-1860 at the University of Virginia. 
There he won the honors of a gold medal for the best 
contribution to the University magazine, and also the 
valedictory of the Jefferson Society. He decided later 
to enter the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and began such preparation, and was a student 
at Camden, S. C., under the direction of Bishop Thomas 
F. Davis when the war broke out. He joined the Con- 
federate army and passed through the grades of lieu- 
tenant, captain and major of engineers, while perform- 
ing active service at Savannah, Wilmington and 
Charleston. He was twice wounded at Fort Sumter, 
where he did duty as engineer in charge during fifteen 
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months of its severest bombardment. Gen. Beauregard 
has said that to Major Johnson was due the masterly 
defence of Fort Sumter. He took part later in the 
battles of Averysboro and Bentonville, N. C., and was 
paroled as senior officer of engineers at the surrender 
of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston’s army at Greensboro, N. C. 
In January, 1866, he was ordained to the ministry and 
assumed charge of Grace Church, Camden. In 1871 he 
returned to Charleston to become assistant minister of 
St. Philip’s, Bishop Howe being the rector. He was 
made rector the year following. He was repeatedly 
elected to the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. In July, 1890, 
he published a work of great historical and technical im- 
portance: The Defence of Charleston Harbor, Inclu- 
ding Fort Sumter and Adjacent Islands. This book re- 
ceived high commendation from the best literary and 
military critics, and has passed through two editions. 

In the summer of 1891 the degree of doctor of divin- 
ity was conferred on him by the trustees of the Univer- 
sity of the South at Sewanee, Tenn., and a few years 
later the College of Charleston conferred upon him the 
degree of LL. D. 

Dr. Johnson married, December 20, 1865, Floride Can- 
tey, of Camden, who, together with the following chil- 
dren, survives him: Mrs. Stanhope Sams, of Columbia; 
Mrs. J. C. Bissell, of Charleston, Mrs. I. G. Ball, of 
Charleston; Rev. J. W. C. Johnson, of Birmingham, Ala.; 
Robert P. Johnson, student of divinity at the Univer- 
sity of the South, Sewanee; Joseph Johnson, of Jackson, 
Miss.; Henry M. Johnson, of Savannah Ga., and Francis 
B. Johnson, M. D. 








